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April 27, 2025 
2nd Sunday of Easter  

 
Prepare for Worship 
 

Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in 

the bread and wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins 

and nourish my faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your 

promises; I yearn for the assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by 

faith. 

Amen. 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the 
Good News of Christ to all. 
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Setting One 

442  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia  

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 11th cent., attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050, abr.; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807–1882, alt. 
Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Declaration of Grace CW 155 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-722518 

 



5 

938  This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. Ref–5, Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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The Word 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 

of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 5:12,17–32 

  Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the apostles. 

With one mind, they all continued meeting in Solomon's Colonnade. 

  17The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of the Sadducees), 

because they were filled with envy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 

prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought 

them out, and said, 20“Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole 

message about this life.” 21After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak 

and began to teach. 

 When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, 

the whole council of elders of the people of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail to have 

the apostles brought in. 22But when the officers arrived, they did not find them in the prison. 

They returned and reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing 

at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24When the captain of the 

temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled about them, 

wondering what could have happened. 

  25Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in prison are 

standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.” 

  26Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apostles in without force, 

because they were afraid that the people might stone them. 27After they brought them in, 

they had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked them, 28“Did we not give 

you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 

teaching, and you are determined to bring this man's blood down on us!” 

  29But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of 

our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a cross. 31God 

exalted him to his right hand as Ruler and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and the 

forgiveness of sins. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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150B  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 
  

Praise God in his sanctu- / ary; 

   praise him in his mighty / heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of / power; 

   praise him for his surpassing / greatness.    Refrain 

  

Praise him with the sounding of the / trumpet, 

   praise him with the / harp and lyre, 

praise him with timbrel and / dancing, 

   praise him with the / strings and pipe, 

praise him with the clash of / cymbals, 

   praise him with resounding / cymbals.    Refrain 

  

Let everything that has breath / praise the Lord.  

   Praise / the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Walter L. Pelz 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Second Reading Revelation 1:4–18 

  John, 

 To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is, who was, and who is coming, and from the seven 

spirits that are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his own blood 6and made us a 

kingdom and priests to God his Father—to him be the glory and the power forever. Amen. 

7Look, he is coming with clouds, 

and every eye will see him, 

including those who pierced him. 

And all the nations of the earth will mourn because of him. 

Yes. Amen. 

  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, the one who is, and who was, and 

who is coming, the Almighty. 

  9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingship and patient endurance 

in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony 

about Jesus. 

  10I was in spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard a loud voice behind me, like a trumpet, 
11saying, “Write what you see on a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 

Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

  12I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me. When I turned, I saw seven gold 

lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was one like a son of man. He was clothed with a 

robe that reached to his feet, and around his chest he wore a gold sash. 14His head and his 

hair were white, like white wool or like snow. His eyes were like blazing flames. 15His feet 

were like polished bronze being refined in a furnace. His voice was like the roar of many 

waters. 16He held seven stars in his right hand. A sharp two-edged sword was coming out of 

his mouth. His face was shining as the sun shines in all its brightness. 

  17When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He placed his right hand on me and 

said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last— 18the Living One. I was dead and, see, I 

am alive forever and ever! I also hold the keys of death and hell. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Gospel John 20:19–31 

  On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked 

doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the 

Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven. Whenever 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

  24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

  26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it 

into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 

my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did 

many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

746  I Love to Tell the Story v. 1, 6, 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, verses, abr., alt.; (Ref): William G. Fischer, 1835–1912, refrain 
Tune: William G. Fischer, 1835-1912 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon     We Have a Meaningful Mission     Acts 5:12, 17-32 

 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered the 

grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the 

good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  
By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have 

put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as 

dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  
In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 

loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by 

reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their 

souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  
Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind. 

Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to 

raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  
Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word 

and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in 

eternal glory.  

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Good News for Kids/Offering 

 

The Sacrament 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his 

redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we 

proclaim his death until he returns. The Lord’s Supper makes a second statement. It says, “We 

are one in all that we do.” We don’t know if this type of bond exists with our guests, so we ask 

that if you are not a member of a WELS or ELS congregation you refrain from the Lord’s Supper 

today and meet personally with our pastor if you desire to receive the sacrament in the future. 

 
Stand 

Preface 165 

The Lord be with you. 

 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 

sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 

restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and 

released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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Distribution 

456  O Sons and Daughters of the King  

 

 

 
5 When Thomas afterwards had heard that Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

he doubted that it was the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, “my hands, my feet, my body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in me.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

8 Blessèd are they that have not seen and yet whose faith has constant been; 

in life eternal they shall reign. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

9 On this most holy day of days to God your hearts and voices raise 

in laud and jubilee and praise. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615; Text and tune: Public domain 
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673  O Lord, We Praise You  
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, 
ed. Johann Walter, alt. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain 

 

A suggested prayer to use after receiving Holy Communion 

Thank you, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of your body and blood. Lift 

my heart with your forgiveness, renew my confidence in your grace, empower my love for 

others, and lead me to long for the eternal banquet of heaven. 

 
Stand 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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462 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain CW 462 

 

 

 

 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Welcome to Lincoln Heights! 
We are glad you are here today to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Restrooms with changing tables are past the library on the left.  
Quiet room. We love for children to be in the service, but if you need to take your 
child out for a moment, you may use the classroom past the restrooms on the right. 
The service will be showing on the television in this room.  
Assisted Listening devices available in the entry. Pick up a receiver and headphones 
in the entry. You may use your own headphones also.  
Please speak with an usher for any other help. 
Yellow Cards 
Please fill out a yellow card and place it in the offering plate when passed. Thank 
you. 

 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:   
Ukraine 
Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins 
Merle Carter, Linda Thielke, Larry Borchert, Jeff Overson, Pat Oswald, Makenzie Phip-
pen - health 
Daniel Pfeifer & Paige Harman, Addyson Pender & Zach Ostendorf, Caleb Winecke & 

Makayla Gallentine, - engaged couples 

 

Online Giving 
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord. 

 
www.LHELC.org/giving 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 

For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this 

week on Monday through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on 

Thursday through Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:  

Acts 9:1-22, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-14 

 

 

 

 



23 

Thank You to Today’s Helpers 

Accompanist: Jill Rasmussen 

Altar Guild: Candice Pippett & Andrea Travi 

Counters: Steve Winecke 

Streaming: Megan Bowman 

Mowing:  Brad Pippett 

Ushers 8 am:  Lee Bowman & Peter Nolte 

Ushers 10:30 am:  Tom Oswald 
 

 

Next Sunday’s Servants 

Accompanist: Kris Olson 

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett 

Counters: Leon Burger & Cassandra Canny 

Streaming: Brad Pippett 

Mowing:  Open 

Ushers 8 am:  Brad Pippett 

Ushers 10:30 am:  Open 

 
 

Evangelism Committee 

The restarted Evangelism Committee meets for the second time on Monday, May 5th at 

6:00 pm. If you are someone who loves to connect others with the gospel of Jesus, we 

would love to have you join us for one meeting or more. Talk to Fred Jensen, Steve 

Winecke, or Pastor Pfeifer to find out more. May the Lord bless our efforts to bring the 

good news of Christ to our unchurched friends and neighbors. 

 

Flower Pot Painting Family Event 

Saturday, May 10 at 2 pm 

Bring your children and invite friends to paint flower pots and plant your own flower 

garden. As we plant, we’ll see God’s beautiful plans for us revealed in three gardens in 

the Bible. Contact Nichelle at 712-304-5323 if you would like to help. 

 

Open Forum - April 27 at 9:15 am 
Open forums serve to make sure the congregation is informed of the working of the 
church council and ministries of the congregation. These meetings also allow for mem-
bers to give input and suggestions to the council and leaders. All members are invited to 
participate in open forums.  
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The Formula of Concord 

Wednesday Bible Class Resumes April 23rd at 6:30 pm 

The Formula of Concord was the final Lutheran confession included in the Book of 

Concord of 1580. This confession addressed the doctrinal debate and disagreements that 

arose after the Reformation was firmly underway in German territories. Join us as we 

review what we believe as Lutheran Christians and why we believe these teachings. 
 

Confirmation 

Preston Virden and Elijah Norton will be confirmed on Sunday, May 4th at the 8:00 am 

service. A cake and punch reception will be held after the service. As we did last year, 

the examination will take place during the week on Thursday, May 1st at 6:00 pm. All 

are invited to attend and not only encourage these young men, but to remind yourselves 

of the biblical truths you learned in Luther’s Small Catechism. 

 

Kingdom Workers 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Training 
 

The water initiatives are tailored to each community. In Ethiopia and Kenya, South Su-
danese refugees are learning about hygiene and sanitation to improve health, as well as 
hearing the gospel. In Malawi and Nigeria, workshops and hands-on training are provid-
ed to address pressing needs, from building toilets to preventing diseases like cholera to 
repairing boreholes for clean water.  
To learn more, visit kingdomworkers.com/our-work/clean-water 
To donate, visit kingdomworkers.com/donate-now 
 
Giving Reports 
Your 2025 first quarter giving reports are in your mailboxes. Please pick them up and 
review them. If you have questions please send an email to secretary@lhelc.org.  
 
Mowing Volunteers 

Please sign up to help keep the church lawn mowed and trimmed this summer. A sign 

up sheet is available in the narthex. Mow as many or as few times as you would like. 

Contact Brent Canny with any questions.  

 

Homeless Ministry 
We are always looking for more people to help prepare and distribute meals for the 
homeless. We meet Sunday mornings from 9:00 - 11:00 to distribute meals. Talk with 
Paul Menzel if you have any questions.  
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      THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 

April 27 - May 4, 2025 
Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion 
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Open Forum 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Worship with Communion 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
      
Tues/Wed   District Conference - Rochester, MN 
 
Thursday   District Conference  - Rochester, MN 
  10:00 am Women’s Fellowship Group 
  6:00 pm Confirmation Examination 
  7:00 pm Evening Prayer 
 
Sunday 8:00 am Worship (Confirmation Rite) 
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  9:15 am Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 


