
Advent I 
December 4, 2024 



Service of Evening Prayer 
 

309  The Advent of Our King  

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

the old self all be put away, 

    the new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 

    who comes to set us free, 

with Father, Spirit, ever one 

    through all eternity. 

Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Charles Coffin, 1676–1749 Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–1776 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

  

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

and the day is almost over. 

  

Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 



Hymn of Light  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Text and tune: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Prayer 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel with a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ. May his 

Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, for you are merciful and you love your whole 

creation. We, your creatures, glorify you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Psalm 141  

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Schack Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Psalm Prayer 

Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your mercy descend on us, that we may 

sing your praises with the Church on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 



Reading Genesis 3:1–15 

  1Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the Lord God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

  2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3but not from the 

fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall 

not touch it, or else you will die.’” 

  4The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5In fact, God knows that the day you 

eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

  6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and 

that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to 

her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

  7The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig 

leaves together and made coverings for their waists. 8They heard the voice of the Lord God, who was 

walking around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

  9The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 

  10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid 

myself.” 

  11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 

  12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate 

it.” 

  13The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

  14The Lord God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 

you are cursed more than all the livestock, 

and more than every wild animal. 

You shall crawl on your belly, 

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed. 

He will crush your head, 

and you will crush his heel. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



1A Blessed Are They  

 

 

 
 Blessed is the one who / does not walk 

    in step with the / wicked 

or stand in the way that / sinners take 

    or sit in the company of / mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law / of the Lord, 

    and who meditates on his law / day and night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 

    which yields its fruit in / season 

and whose leaf does not / wither— 

    whatever they do / prospers.     Refrain 

  

Not so the / wicked! 

    They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 

  

For the Lord watches over the way of the / righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass (refrain) Tune: Michel Guimont Setting: Michel Guimont Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Music: © 
1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 



Psalm Prayer 

Lord, let your Word so saturate our souls that we grow into lush trees bearing fruit for you. When 

the voices of the wicked tempt us to stray down other paths, keep us on the way that leads to our 

heavenly home. We ask this, confident that you watch over the way of the righteous; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Reading Galatians 3:7–13 

  7Understand, then, that those who believe are the children of Abraham. 8Foreseeing that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, Scripture proclaimed the gospel in advance to Abraham, saying, 

“In you, all nations will be blessed.” 9So then, those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, 

the man of faith. 

  10In fact, those who rely on the works of the law are under a curse. For it is written, “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the book of the law.” 11Clearly no one is 

declared righteous before God by the law, because “The righteous will live by faith.” 12The law does 

not say “by faith.” Instead it says, “The one who does these things will live by them.” 

  13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. As it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



574  The Tree of Life  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 Tune: Bruce W. Becker, b. 1952 Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
722518 Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 



Sermon     The Tree of Rebellion     Genesis 3:1-15 

Stand 

Song of Mary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Lord, Have Mercy  

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 



For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all who are servants of the 

Church, and for all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may be upheld and strengthened 

for every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 

life to Christ our Lord: 

to you, O Lord. 

 
Be seated 



Offering 

310  Arise, O Christian People  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–1662; (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–1874, alt.; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer 

Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with your whole 

Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the evening of the world. 

Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and sacrament, in your comfort and 

blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt 

and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with all your people in time and in 

eternity.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Blessing 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 



323 Creator of the Stars of Night  

 

 

 
Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Latin, c. 9th cent. Tune: plainsong, c. 9th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sundays (8 & 10:30 am) 

Dec. 8 - A Real Christmas is Rooted in 
Repentance 

Dec. 15 -   A Real Christmas Results in 
Great Joy (8:00 am only) 

Dec. 22 - A Real Christmas Will Lift Up 
the Lowly 

 
 

 
Wednesdays (7 pm) 

Dec. 4 - The Tree of Rebellion 
Dec.11 - The Tree of Promise 

Dec. 18 - The Tree of Life 
 

 
Join Us for Advent 

Nothing can stop the Advent of Christ 
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