
Advent III 
December 18, 2024 



Service of Evening Prayer 
 

 318 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  

 

 

 
Text: tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–1878, alt.; Latin, c. 5th–10th cent. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

  

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

and the day is almost over. 

  

Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 



Hymn of Light CW 216 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Text and tune: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

Prayer 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel with a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ. May his 

Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, for you are merciful and you love your whole 

creation. We, your creatures, glorify you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Psalm 141 CW 217 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Schack 
Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

Psalm Prayer 

Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your mercy descend on us, that we may 

sing your praises with the Church on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 



Reading Genesis 3:16–24 

  1o the woman he said: 

I will greatly increase your pain in childbearing. 

With painful labor you will give birth to children. 

Your desire will be for your husband, 

but he will rule over you. 

  17To Adam he said: 

Because you listened to your wife's voice 

and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 

“You shall not eat from it,” 

the soil is cursed on account of you. 

You will eat from it with painful labor all the days of your life. 
18Thorns and thistles will spring up from the ground for you, 

but you will eat the crops of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face you will eat bread 

until you return to the soil, 

for out of it you were taken. 

For you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return. 

  20The man named his wife Eve because she would be the mother of all the living. 21The Lord God 

made clothing of animal skins for Adam and for his wife and clothed them. 

  22The Lord God said, “Look, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil. Now, so 

that he does not reach out his hand and also take from the Tree of Life and eat and live forever—” 
23the Lord God sent him out from the Garden of Eden to work the soil from which he had been 

taken. 24So he drove the man out, and in front of the Garden of Eden he stationed cherubim and a 

flaming sword, which turned in every direction to guard the way to the Tree of Life. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation Psalm 27C 

 

 

 
  

Hear my voice when I / call, Lord; 

   be merciful to me and / answer me. 

Do not hide your / face from me, 

   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper. 

Do not reject me or for- / sake me, 

   God my / Savior.    Refrain 

  

Though my father and mother for- / sake me, 

   the Lord will re- / ceive me. 

I remain confi- / dent of this: 

   I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the / living. 

Wait / for the Lord; 

   be strong and take heart and wait / for the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: David Haas 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 



Psalm Prayer 

Dearest Lord, instill in us a fearlessness no enemy can shake. Lead us to your house to meditate on 

your saving deeds and gaze on the beauty of your Son, our Savior. When we suffer, make us patient. 

Teach us perseverance to long for your final salvation and rest secure in your house forever; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Reading Revelation 22:1–5 

  1The angel showed me the river of the water of life, which was as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and the Lamb. 2In the middle of the city's street and on each side of the river was a 

tree of life that yielded twelve kinds of fruit. The tree yields its fruit every month, and its leaves are 

for the healing of the nations. 

  3There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city. His 

servants will worship him. 4They will see his face. His name will be on their foreheads. 5There will no 

longer be any night or any need for lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will shine on them. 

And they will reign forever and ever. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



567 What Adam’s Disobedience Cost  

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000; (st. 5): Carol M. Bechtel, b. 1959 Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, Harrisonburg, 1820, ed. Ananias Davisson Text 
(sts. 1–4): © 1978 Hope Publishing Co.; (st. 5): © 2013 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain 

Sermon     The Tree of Life     Revelation 22:1-5 

 
Stand 



Song of Mary CW 220 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 221 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  



For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all who are servants of the 

Church, and for all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may be upheld and strengthened 

for every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 

life to Christ our Lord: 

to you, O Lord. 

 
Be seated 



Offering 

 

342  O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is  

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the threatening 

dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Prayer 

Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with your whole 

Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the evening of the world. 

Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and sacrament, in your comfort and 

blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt 

and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with all your people in time and in 

eternity.  

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Blessing 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

343  Once in Royal David’s City  

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, abr., alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 
Sundays (8 & 10:30 am) 

Dec. 22 - A Real Christmas Will Lift Up 
the Lowly 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesdays (7 pm) 

Dec. 18 - The Tree of Life 
 

 
Join Us for Advent 

Nothing can stop the Advent of Christ 
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